To enhance the economy and improve the quality of life in Oscoda County.

EDC Meeting Minutes
6/17/2026
Big Creek Township Hall

Members Present: Coulon, Curley, Roddy, Myers, Marshall, Southwell, Handrich, Layman
Members Absent: Malan, Chaney

Guests: Jake Raich - Northwoods Creamery, Rhonda Barnhart - Roscommon Co. Transit
Authority

Approval of Meeting Minutes: Myers made motion to accept, 2nd Roddy
Approval of Agenda: Roddy made motion to accept agenda, 2nd by Marshall

Guest Speaker - Rhonda from Roscommon Co. Transit Authority:

Shared that they presented 3 different options to commissioners regarding bringing local
transportation to our area since we currently do not have any public transportation.
Presented what Roscommon County is currently doing so we could get an idea of what
public transit could look like.

Roscommon County has a 24 hour non emergency transportation program, which for rural
areas is very impactful. She has been doing outreach regarding community needs, public
housing and public transportation being on the list. MDOT gave her the go ahead to start
gathering information from Oscoda County. Dispatch would be out of Roscommon County,
they would just need to get drivers in place. To get started, volunteer drivers would be
helpful in the beginning while funding gets solidified. Qualifications would be a chauffeur
license, and DOT physical in the very least. Timeline: Unknown at this time - Rhonda is
pushing for a quick response EDC doing survey on FB page for interest for volunteer
drivers. Rhonda is going to reach out to some local employers to see if there would be any
interest in having a ride program.

Old Business:

Balance RLF: $98,771.36 as of May 31, 2026.

RLF: 02212017 agreed to a lump sum payment of $5k and then $900 per month going
forward. The loan did not come to fruition.

11302022 - still waiting, no current update
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EDC Director Update:

Business visits and or contact with several local businesses; grand opening this Saturday at
McKinley Tavern and the new owners; working with Michigan Works for staffing at the
McKinley Tavern.

D&D Renovations will be the business spotlight for the newsletter.

Attended CDC Summit at KCC on May 28th - Powering Possibility: Emerging Technology in
Northeast Michigan.

Where's Chris Wednesday - 55 correct guesses and no one claimed the prize!

Working with local business Flocking Fabulous, for our business spotlight gear. Ordered 2
yard signs, 1 vertical banner, 1 horizontal banner and some vinyl removable decals. The
total cost was $136.

Joint business visit to MetalFab with APEX on June 16th. | will be planning more of those.
Got an update from Cooper Standard - they did sell the building on Caldwell.

Was hoping for some Oscoda County business visits with MEDC and MDARD but that will
most likely be late summer or fall.

Donald Mulson from USDA got back with me. We do not need to do anything with the grant
that sunset. We only need to send in an update every 6 months on the existing loan we are
using. | will be sending that out next week. We have been keeping on that so that is
business as usual.

| have been working with Sydney to provide newsletter content and get things shared on
Facebook.

Reaching out to vendors for our Business Resource Fair happening on Thursday, Sept. 10.
Board Member Chaney Update: Does still want to be on the board and will be back in July,
asks the board for their understanding.

New Business: Rene Welser has resigned from her county position
Liaison Report: Reconstruction is coming along slower than hoped on the County building -
but not a lot to report currently. Hoping to be in the building completely by September.

Correspondence / Information: None

Public Comments: Compliment from Jake to the board for doing a great job.

Layman made motion to close meeting, Curley 2nd

Coulon made motion to open Brownfield, 2nd Marshall

Bownfield Board: South West corner of Kittle and 33 getting ready to build Farmers Market
/ Pavilion Area.

Myers made a motion to close Brownfield, Coulon 2nd.

Adjournment: Roddy made motion to adjourn, Layman 2nd.
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