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Oscoda County Government Center, 311 S. Morenci Ave, P.O. Box 399, Mio, MI 48647 

 

Official Minutes 

May 26, 2026 

 

A Regular Meeting of the Oscoda County Board of Commissioners was held on Tuesday, May 26, 2026 

at 10:00 a.m. open to the public; in compliance with Michigan Legislature requirements and as allowed 

by Public Act 228 of 2020, Open Meetings Act (Excerpt) Act 267 of 1976, MCL - Section 15.263, from 

the Mio Community Center, 305 9th Street, Mio, MI 48647. 

 

A. Call to Order 

Commissioner Varner called today’s “Public Meeting” to order at 10:00 a.m. 

 

B. Invocation and/or Pledge 

Pledge to the Flag 

 

C. Roll Call of Board Members  

Roll Call of Members: 

 

Members Present:  Commissioners Varner, Breaugh, Handrich, Jagiello and McCauley 

Members Excused:  N/A 

Public Present:    7 

Public by Teleconference: Unavailable 

Zoom Participants:  Unavailable 

 

D. Approval of Agenda 

The B.O.C approved the Agenda for May 26, 2026, as presented. 

 

Breaugh/Handrich a motion to approve the agenda for May 26, 2026, B.O.C Regular Meeting, as 

2026-130  presented. 

 

5 yes: 0 no:  Motion Carried. 

 

E. Approval of the Consent Calendar Items for May 26, 2026 

The B.O.C. approved the Consent Calendar Items for May 26, 2026. 

 

McCauley/Breaugh a motion to approve the Consent Calendar Items for May 26, 2026. 

2026-131 

Item #1 Unofficial Minutes for May 12, 2026, as presented.  

   Item #2 Budget Amendment 
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Treasurer:  a request to add a new budget line 258-115-806.04 – Fire Suppression 

to the Special Fund budget. 

   Item #3 General & Special Fund Budget Summary for April 2026 

   Item #4 Claims and Audit Docket for May 26, 2026, as received from the  

County Clerk’s Office in the amount of $95,698.76. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Breaugh, yes; Handrich, yes; Jagiello, yes; 

McCauley, yes; Varner, yes.  Motion Carried. 

 

F. Public Matters & Comments (Limited to three minutes per person) 

Mr. Robert Stankiewicz, EMS Director announced that the department will take delivery of its first new 

ambulance on Thursday, May 28, 2026, with a second unit to follow. 

 

Ms. Rhonda Barnhart, Mobility Manager of the Roscommon County Transit Authority, introduced herself 

to the committee. 

 

G. Appointments: 

N/A 

 

H. Correspondence/Reports/Resolutions:  

1) Ms. Amber Woehlert, Equalization Director - Resolution 2026-008; Tax Certification for Taxes 

Levied in 2026 

 

Handrich/McCauley a motion to adopt Resolution 2026-008 “Tax Certification for Taxes Levied in  

2026-132  2026” as requested by the Oscoda County Equalization Director, Ms. Amber  

Woehlert and authorized by the Chairman and the County Clerk to sign the  

L-4029 certificate form. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Handrich, yes; Jagiello, yes; McCauley, yes;   

       Varner, yes; Breaugh, yes.  Motion Carried. 

 

2) Ms. Suzanne Barker, Director – Oscoda County Council on Aging; Request for Letter of Support 

 

Discussion: 

Ms. Michelle Knepp, County Administrator/HR Director, spoke on behalf of Ms. Suzanne Barker, who 

was unable to attend due to staffing shortages, regarding a request for a letter of support for the Oscoda 

County Council on Aging’s FY 2027–2029 Multi-Year Plan with the Region 9 Area Agency on Aging 

(NEMSCA). Ms. Knepp noted that following up on questions from the previous meeting, research shows 

the Board has historically provided letters of support, including in 2019 and 2021, and that the Council on 

Aging has partnered with Region 9 since 1974. The Council on Aging relies on Federal, State, county 

millage, and NEMSCA Region 9 funds; without NEMSCA's support, senior services in Oscoda County 

would be significantly reduced. A County Letter of Support is required to complete the upcoming 

application. 

 

Jagiello/Handrich a motion to send a letter of support from the Oscoda County Board of  

2026-133  Commissioners and authorize the Chair to sign, to the Oscoda County Council on  

Aging, supporting the Region 9 Area Agencies on Aging Multi-Year Plan, for  

FY 2027-2029. 

 

5 yes: 0 no:  Motion Carried. 
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I. Unfinished Business/New Business:  

1) Ms. Deb Coulon, EDC Board Chair – EDC Board Member 

 

McCauley/Handrich a motion to accept the recommendation of the Oscoda County Economic  

2026-134  Development & Brownfield Board, to appoint the member of the Board of  

Directors, Mr. Devin Layman, as the Vice Chair position, for the remainder of  

the six-year term expiring December 31, 2027, per Section 125.1604, Economic  

Development Corporations Act 338 of 1974. 

 

5 yes: 0 no:  Motion Carried. 

 

2) Materials Management Planning – Interlocal Agreement (ILA) Committee Appointee  

 

Breaugh/Handrich a motion to acknowledge the resignation of Ms. Susan Avery as the ILA  

2026-135  representative by the legislative body of Oscoda County to participate in the  

Interlocal Agreement (ILA) implementation, effective Monday, May 11, 2026. 

 

5 yes: 0 no:  Motion Carried. 

 

3) MDOT Office of Passenger Transportation Discussion 

 

Discussion: 

Oscoda County is moving toward a three-year regional partnership with MDOT to evaluate and develop 

public transportation services, favoring a model where neighboring providers, assist in meeting 

community needs. Administrator Michelle Knepp advised against directly operating a transit agency due 

to budget and resource limitations, suggesting the trial period will allow for necessary needs assessments 

and a clearer understanding of funding options.  At the end of the trial period, and if it is successful, the 

Board of Commissioners would agree to explore options of Oscoda County taking over the management 

and funding for public transportation by exploring grants, millages and county funding.  

 

Varner/Breaugh  a motion to adopt Option 3, establishing an MDOT led Regional Partnership,  

2026-136 whereby the Board takes no direct action to provide public transit services and 

instead requests that MDOT coordinate with neighboring transportation providers 

to offer regional service that includes a neighboring County. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Breaugh, yes; Handrich, yes; Jagiello, yes; 

McCauley, yes; Varner, yes.  Motion Carried. 

 

4) 2026 Committee Appointments 

 

Handrich/McCauley a motion to revise the 2026 Committee Appointments and accept Commissioner  

2026-137  Varner’s appointment of Commissioner Jagiello to the Northeast Michigan  

Council of Governments (NEMCOG) Board, replacing Commissioner Bondar,  

effective immediately. 

 

5 yes: 0 no:  Motion Carried. 

 

5) Mr. Jimmy Vance, Park Manager – Seasonal Help 

 

Breaugh/McCauley a motion to acknowledge the hiring of Mr. Cameron Smyth, as a part-time  

2026-138  seasonal employee to fill the seasonal position at the Oscoda County Park, with a  
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start date of Monday, June 15, 2026 through Monday, October 5, 2026, working  

up to 15 hours per week, with a starting wage of $13.73 per hour, and so, amend  

the budget. 

 

5 yes: 0 no:  Motion Carried. 

 

J. Financial: 

1) Oscoda County Sheriff Department – Siding & Signage 

 

Discussion: 

Commissioner Varner explained ongoing issues regarding improperly installed siding and signage at the 

Sheriff’s Department. The issues stemmed from poor contractor workmanship and were flagged prior to 

the official 1-year project walkthrough. 

 

Commissioner Handrich questioned why the original contractor is not being held financially responsible 

for the faulty installation. 

 

The proposed solutions are being treated as a new work order to rectify the structural design. Tim Miller 

noted he has not yet reviewed the cost estimates but offered to attend upcoming meetings to help establish 

a permanent solution. 

 

The Board suggested holding a direct meeting with Clark Construction and Sidock Group to review the 

issues, obtain accurate quotes, and develop an official plan moving forward. The Board agreed not to vote 

on an official motion until this meeting occurs. 

 

Two solutions were presented to the Board for review: 

o Option 1 ($5,150.00): Repair the siding, remove the current letters, and build a mounting box. 

The sign manufacturer would absorb the cost of letter removal and replacement. Timeline: A few 

weeks. 

o Option 2 ($3,480.00 via Omega): A full signage redesign featuring a cleaner, non-patched profile 

across two new signs. Timeline: Under two weeks. Sheriff Kann noted his preference for Option 

2. 

 

The Board voted to table the motion on both Option 1 and Option 2 until further discussions and project 

reviews are conducted with Clark Construction and Sidock Group. 

 

2) Ms. Michelle Knepp, County Administrator – Electronic Waste Event 

 

McCauley/Handrich a motion for the Commissioners to support the partnership with Big Creek  

2026-139  Township, and for Oscoda County to pay the invoice from Resourceful  

Recycling following the event and then seek full reimbursement from the  

Material Management Planning Grant from EGLE, and so, amend the budget. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Jagiello, yes; McCauley, yes; Varner, yes; 

Breaugh, yes; Handrich, yes.  Motion Carried. 

 

3) Ms. Michelle Knepp, County Administrator – Elevator Repair 

 

Varner/Handrich a motion to authorize the quote from Great Lakes Elevator for the elevator repair  

2026-140  at the Courthouse Annex building, in the amount of $36,500.00, to be transferred  

out of Contingency budget line 101-890-965.00, and so, amend the budget. 
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Roll Call Vote: McCauley, yes; Jagiello, yes; Varner, yes; 

Breaugh, yes; Handrich, yes.  Motion Carried. 

 

K. Public Comments (Limited to three minutes per person): 

N/A 

 

L. Committee Reports:  

Commissioner Breaugh: 

o Attended Veterans Affairs Board Meeting 

o Attended MSU Extension Advisory Council in West Branch, MI 

o Attended Department of Health & Human Services (DHHS) Board Meeting 

 

Commissioner Handrich: 

o Attended District Health Department #2 Board Meeting 

o They are supposed to get the building released to them, and things aren’t going the way 

they were hoping. 

o Attended Historical Commission/Steiner Museum Board Meeting 

o Recent surveys were discussed, everyone wanted improvement but no one wanted to pay. 

o Attended M.O.A Landfill Authority Board MOA Meeting 

 

Commissioner Jagiello: 

o Attended Big Creek Township Board Meeting 

o Steiner pancake breakfast went very well and was well attended 

o Attended the Veterans Affairs Memorial Day Celebration and they did a great job and it was well 

attended. 

 

Commissioner McCauley: 

o Attended Road Commission Meeting 

o Cherry Creek Rd (Repaving) 

o Ruth Rd. installing  

o Attended District Health Department #2 Board Meeting 

o Reported that salmonella is at an all-time high. 

 

Commissioner Varner: 

o Attended Wellvance Executive Finance Committee Meeting, West Branch, MI 

o Attended Community Mediation Services Board Meeting, Gaylord, MI 

o Policies & Procedures were updated 

o Mr. Jack Kischnick, President of Community Mediation Services term will be ending 

o Reviewed M.O.A Landfill Claims & Audit 

o Attended M.O.A Landfill Authority Board Meeting 

o Toured the new cell being dug.  EGLE will be performing an inspection. 

o Plans to attend Wellvance Community Mental Health Board Meeting, West Branch, MI this 

evening. 

 

M. Adjournment: 

Handrich/Breaugh a motion to adjourn today’s meeting at 10:51 a.m. 

2026-141 

 

5 yes: 0 no:  Motion Carried. 
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The Board of Commissioners will hold their next scheduled “Regular B.O.C Meeting” on Tuesday,  

June 9, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. held at the Mio Community Center, 305 9th Street, Mio, MI 48647. 

 

 

 

 

________________________________           ________________________________ 

Charles E. Varner, Jr., Oscoda County   Libby Marsh-Shephard, Oscoda County   

Board of Commissioners Chairman                       Clerk & Register of Deeds 


