Oscoda County Veterans Affairs Dept.

205 E. 11t Street, P.O. Box 399, Mio, MI 48647
Telephone (989) 826-9500
Fax Line (989) 826-9510

Unofficial Minutes
July 10, 2025

A Regular Meeting of the Oscoda County Veterans Affairs Board was held on Thursday, July 10, 2025, at 10:00
a.m. at the Veterans Affairs Office, 205 E. 11th St., Mio, Michigan 48647. The meeting was open to the public.

A. Call to order: Vice Chair Al Chaney called today’s Public Meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

B. Pledge of Allegiance: The Pledge was recited.

C. Roll Call of Board Members:
Roll Call: Al Chaney, Rich Hoffman, Brandon Anderson, Roger Stitt
Members Excused: Dennis Cooper, Rick Landry, Tim Whiting
Liaison, Commissioner Breaugh Present: Yes
Other: Lilly Klatt, Lucy Lloyd, Michelle Knepp
Public Present: 1

D. Approval of Agenda:
The Board amended the agenda to include discussion of the Oscoda County Veterans Affairs slogan under New
Business.
Anderson /Stitt motion to approve the agenda for July 10, 2025, as amended, during the
2025-39 Veterans Affairs Board Regular Meeting.

4 yes: 0 no: Motion Carried.
E. Approval of Minutes:
Stitt /Hoffman motion to approve the minutes for June 12, 2025, as presented, during the
2025-40 Veterans Affairs Board Regular Meeting.

4 yes: 0 no: Motion Carried.
F. Liaison’s Report, Commissioner Breaugh:
Klatt introduces Commissioner Joe Breaugh as the new Commissioner for veterans.

G. Financial:
Anderson/Hoftfman motion to approve the financial for July 10, 2025, as presented, during
the 2025-41 Veterans Affairs Board Regular Meeting.
4 yes: 0 no: Motion Carried.

H. VSO Reports:
Lloyd reported ongoing training progress and noted support received from the state VSO during the onboarding

process.

I.  Program Report:
Klatt provided updates on transportation and emergency relief programs, shared information about upcoming
events, and acknowledged recent donations supporting the August Open House.

Committee Report:
The Finance Committee meeting included an in-depth budget and transaction training session. The next
meeting will focus on auditing records from January 2025 to the present, with future audits planned monthly
once the committee is current.

e The Donation Committee reported on pending donations and shared that there is potential for future
contributions from ARO. They also noted that Family Fare declined to participate at this time.




K. Old/Unfinished Business:

L.

Emergency Buzzer: Discussion on the emergency buzzer and the need for better office security. Plan to
install a doorbell to alert staff when the door is opened.

L. New Business:

L.

2.

3.

Newspaper Ad:
Hoffman /Stitt motion to approve placing a monthly advertisement in the Up North Voice to
2025-42 promote Oscoda County Veterans Affairs programs and services.

Roll Call Vote: Chaney, yes; Hoffman, yes; Anderson,
yes; Stitt, yes; Motion Carried.

Office Furniture:
Hoffman /Anderson ~ motion to approve spending up to $2000.00 on office improvements, including
2025-43 but not limited to sound absorbers, cork boards, frames and other necessary
supplies.
Roll Call Vote: Chaney, yes; Hoffman, yes; Anderson,
yes; Stitt, yes; Motion Carried.

Burial:

Lloyd shared insights from her meeting with a local funeral director regarding eligibility requirements for
county burial benefits. The group discussed the state-mandated $40,000 asset cap and challenges families may
face with the application process. The idea of sending bereavement cards was proposed as a supportive outreach

effort.

4.

Oscoda County Veterans Affairs Slogan:
Stitt /Anderson motion to adopt the Oscoda County Veteran Affairs slogan: “Your Local
2025-44 Bridge to Veteran Resources and Support, with Pillars of Strength Beneath
Every Veteran’s Path” along with the accompanying visual. The slogan and
visual may be printed and publicly displayed for outreach and branding
purposes.
4 yes: 0 no: Motion Carried.

M. For the Good of the Order:

1.

2.

Monthly coffee event on July 15 @ 10am, featuring guest speaker, Alan Dow from the Michigan
Veteran Affairs agency.

Annual Open House BBQ Aug 16, Saturday: Planning continues for the annual Open House, with
activities to include lawn games borrowed from the library and a bounce house.

Brave Heart Retreat: Klatt provided an update on plans for the Braveheart retreat, including the need for
a preliminary site visit and the potential to reserve all six rooms to accommodate attendees.

Helping Hands for Heroes: Anderson proposed a yard cleanup initiative to support disabled veterans.
The program, named Helping Hands for Heroes, aims to involve volunteers and may expand in the
future beyond yard work. The board discussed logistics such as veteran nominations and
school/community coordination.

N. Public Comments (Limited to 2 minutes per person):

A comment was made regarding revenue sources, with clarification that funding primarily comes from a
local tax levy and supports veterans’ programs and operations. Positive remarks were shared about the
board’s recent progress and increased involvement of younger veterans.

Anderson suggested partnering with the Conservation District for landscaping improvements, which
was well received by the board.

O. Adjournment:

Hoffman/Stitt a motion to adjourn today’s meeting 11:02 a.m.
2025-45
4 yes: 0 no: Motion Carried

The next Regular Meeting of the Oscoda County Veterans Affairs Board will be held on Thursday, August 14,
2025, at 10:00 a.m. at the Veterans Affairs Office.



